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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time i may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 
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15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Title 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claim 1-11,18-19 and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Isoda (U.S Patent 6,249,835) 
Isoda discloses: 

Claiml . An information processing apparatus comprising: 

communication control means for connecting an external device so 
as to allow communication; and (col. 2, lines 1-23) 
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memory means for storing information about a device mountable on 
said apparatus in a memory area which can be accessed by the external 
device via said communication control means, (col. 2, lines 1-23) and 
(col.8, lines 17-18) 

Claim2. The apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising transmission 

means for transmitting information in the memory area in accordance with 
a request from the external device via said communication control means. 
(col.2, lines 1-23) 

Claim3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said communication control 

means comprises a communication control bus complying with an IEEE- 

1394 standard, (col.4, lines 36-45) 
Claim4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the memory area is set in a 

configuration ROM defined by the IEEE-1394 standard, (col.4, lines 16-45) 
ClaimS. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein position information unique 

to an electronic device is written in a node dependent info directory of the 

configuration ROM. (col.4, lines 1-62) 
Claim6. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the memory area is 

specified based upon information held in a Instance Directory of the 

configuration ROM. (col.4, lines 1-62) 
Claim7. The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said memory means stores, 
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in the memory area, information indicative of a device mountable on said 
information processing apparatus and a device which has already been 
mounted on said information processing apparatus, (col. 14, lines 25-33) 

Claim8. An information processing apparatus comprising: 

communication control means for connecting an external device so as to 
allow communication; (col. 2, lines 1-23) 

acquisition means for accessing a memory area of the external 
device via said communication control means and acquiring information 
about a device on which the external device is mountable; and (col. 14, 
lines 25-33), (col.8, lines 17-18) and (col.4, lines 52-54) 
display control means for performing display based upon the information 
acquired by said acquisition means, (col. 9, lines 39-50) 

Claim9. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said communication control 
means comprises a communication control bus complying-with an IEEE- 
1394 standard, (col.4, lines 36-45) 

ClaimlO. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said acquisition means 
accesses a Instance Directory stored in a configuration ROM defined by 
the IEEE-1394 standard to acquire information about a device on which 
the external device is mountable. (col.4, lines 1-62) 

Claiml 1 . The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said acquisition means 
acquires information indicative of a device on which the external device is 
mountable and indicative of whether each device has already been 
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mounted on the external device, and (col.12, lines 42-48), (col. 13, lines 
47-51) and (col. 14, lines 25-33) 

said display control means displays a device on which the external 
device is mountable on the basis of the information acquired by said 
acquisition means, and identifiably displays a device which has already 
been mounted on the external device, (col. 9, lines 39-50) 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected as applied above method as apparatus. 

Claim21. A storage medium which stores a control program for controlling an 
information processing apparatus having communication control means 
for connecting an external device so as to allow communication, and 
holding means for holding information about a device mountable on the 
apparatus in a memory area which can be accessed by the external 
device via the communication control means, the control program 
comprising a code of: 

the transmission step of transmitting the information about a device 
mountable on the apparatus, that is held in the memory area, via -the 
communication control means in accordance with a request from the 
external device via the communication control means, (col. 20, lines 1-67) 

Claim22. A storage medium which stores a control program for controlling an 
information processing apparatus having communication control means 
for connecting an external device so as to allow communication, the 
control program comprising codes of: 
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the acquisition, step of accessing a memory area of the external 
device via the communication control means and acquiring information 
about a device on which the external device is mountable; and 
the display control step of performing display based upon the information 
acquired in the acquisition step. (col. 19, lines 24-60) 
Claim23. An information processing apparatus comprising: 

communication means for connecting an external device so as to allow 
communication; and (col. 9, lines 33-67) 

memory means for storing function information indicative of a function of 
said information processing apparatus in a predetermined memory area 
which can be accessed by said communication means (col. 7, lines 42-46), 
(col.8, lines 17-18), and (col. 8, lines 39-44) 
Claims 24-26 are rejected as applied above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12-17, 20 and 27-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Isoda (U.S Patent 6,249,835) in view of Silverman (U.S Patent 
6,370,603). 
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Isoda discloses all the limitations for claims 12-17, 20 and 27-41 except 
the limitation that communication means for connecting a plurality of external 
apparatuses so as to allow communication. Silverman discloses an interface 
device is provided which enables communications between devices having 
disparate protocols, furthermore it has the ability to recognize what type of 
external device. It would have been obvious one having ordinary skills in the art 
to have the communication control means for connecting a plurality of external 
apparatuses so as to allow communication as taught by Silverman so as to allow 
for greater flexibility for connecting or communicating more devices, (abstract 
lines 1-10) 

Claim12 is rejected as applied above 

Claim13. The system according to claim 12, wherein said communication 

control means comprises a communication control bus complying with an 

IEEE-1394 standard, (col.4, lines 36-45) 
Claim14. The system according to claim 13, wherein the memory area is set in a 

configuration ROM defined by the IEEE-1394 standard, (col.4, lines 1-62) 
Claim15. The system according to claim 14, wherein the memory area is an area 

specified based upon information held in a Instance Directory of the 

configuration ROM. (col.4, lines 1-62) 
Claim16. The system according to claim 12, wherein said holding means holds, 

in the memory area, information indicative of a device mountable on said 

first information processing apparatus and a device which has already 
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been mounted on said information processing apparatus, (col. 12, lines 42- 
48), (col. 13, lines 47-51), (col. 14, lines 25-33) and (col.9, lines 39-50) 

Claim17. The system according to claim 16, wherein said acquisition means 
acquires information indicative of a device on which said first information 
processing apparatus is mountable and a device which has already been 
mounted on said information processing apparatus, and 

said display control means displays a device on which an external 
device is mountable on the basis of the information acquired by said 
acquisition means, and identifiably displays a device which has already 
been mounted on the external device, (col. 12, lines 42-48), (col. 13, lines 
47-51), (col. 14, lines 25-33) and (col.9, lines 39-50) 

Claim20 is rejected as applied above 

Claim28. The apparatus according to claim 27, further comprising: 

detection means for detecting a function, which can be realized by 
combination of the plurality of external apparatuses, on the basis of the 
information acquired by said acquisition means; and (col.4, lines 36-45), 
(col. 10, lines 7-10) 

presentation means for presenting the function detected by said 
detection means to a user, (col.4, lines 36-45) 

Claim29. The apparatus according to claim 28, wherein said communication 
means comprises a communication control bus complying with an 
IEEE1394 standard, (col.4, lines 36-45) 
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Claims30-41 are rejected as applied above 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kim Huynh whose telephone number is (703)305-5384. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9am-7pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Peter Wong can be reached on (703)305-3477. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are (703)746-7239 for regular communications and (703)746-7238 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)306-5631. 

Kim Huynh 



July 8, 2002 



PETER WONG = 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




